Minimalism Worksheets

(All of the extracts used are available to download from the iTunes Music Store)

Prelude to Akhnaten (Philip Glass) – (Start of track ( 1’00”)
1. What instruments do you hear? ________________________

2. Tick the box that best describes what you hear in the first 15 seconds of the track (your teacher will tell you when this ends):
	One pattern repeated…


	…exactly the same
	
	

	
	…with some notes changed
	
	

	
	…with less notes each time
	
	

	
	…on different instruments
	
	


3. Tick the box that best describes what you hear 15 seconds into the track (your teacher will tell you when this is):
	One pattern repeated…


	…exactly the same
	
	

	
	…with some notes changed
	
	

	
	…with less notes than at the start
	
	

	
	…on different instruments
	
	


4. Tick the box that best describes what you hear 30 seconds into the track (your teacher will tell you when this is):
	One pattern repeated…


	…exactly the same
	
	

	
	…with some notes changed
	
	

	
	…with less notes
	
	

	
	…on different instruments
	
	


Elements - Lemon Jelly (Start of track ( 1’21”)

1. What is the shape of the repeated pattern heard at the beginning? Circle the correct answer below:
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2. How many times is this pattern repeated before the voice comes in? Circle your answer

3 times
4 times 
5 times 
6 times

3. What happens to this pattern throughout the music? Tick the box next to your answer

	It stays exactly the same throughout
	
	

	It stops after a while
	
	

	It stops then starts again
	
	

	The notes of the pattern change
	
	


4. What new patterns and instruments are added as the music builds up?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Electric Counterpoint (Steve Reich) 3rd Movement
(Start of track ( 1’23”)

1. What instruments do you hear? ________________________

2. This piece is an example of phase shifting and a number of layers are heard in this piece.  You have just explored phase shifting in the clapping exercise you have done in class. What do you hear in the music that is characteristic of phase shifting?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

3. Tick the box that best describes what you hear when the bass line enters:
	The bass line is repeated…


	…exactly the same
	
	

	
	…with some more notes added
	
	

	
	…with less notes
	
	

	
	…on different instruments
	
	


4. How many different guitar chords can you hear?
Answers

Prelude to Akhnaten (Philip Glass)

1. Violin, viola, ‘cello, double bass (Strings)

2. One pattern repeated… exactly the same

3. One pattern repeated… with less notes than the start

4. One pattern repeated… with some notes changed

Elements - Lemon Jelly
1. A

2. 4 times

3. It stays exactly the same throughout

4.  Layers built up in this order:

· Voice enters with “ash, metal, water, wood and fire”
· Guitar plays arpeggiated phrase

· Bass line and drums enter

· Occasional chimes dropped in

· Synth strings enter playing long notes

Electric Counterpoint, 3rd Movement

1. Electric guitars, bass guitars

2. Similar patterns are heard throughout, however they start at different times

3.  “with some more notes added”

4. 2

